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§22.948 Partitioning
Disaggregation.

and

(a) Eligibility. (1) Generally. Parties
seeking approval for partitioning and
disaggregation shall request an author-
ization for partial assignment of a li-
cense pursuant to §1.948 of this chap-
ter. Cellular licensees may partition or
disaggregate their spectrum to other
qualified entities.

(2) Partitioning. During the five year
build-out period, as defined in §22.947,
cellular licensees may partition any
portion of their cellular market to
other qualified entities. After the five
year build-out period, cellular licensees
and unserved area licensees may parti-
tion any portion of their Cellular Geo-
graphic Service Area (CGSA), as de-
fined by §22.911, to other qualified enti-
ties but may not partition unserved
portions of their cellular market.

(3) Disaggregation. After the five year
build-out period, as defined in §22.947,
parties obtaining disaggregated spec-
trum may only use such spectrum in
that portion of the cellular market en-
compassed by the original licensee’s
CGSA and may not use such spectrum
to provide service to unserved portions
of the cellular market.

(b) Disaggregation. Cellular licensees
and wunserved area licensees may
disaggregate spectrum in any amount.

(©) Combined partitioning and
disaggregation. The Commission will
consider requests for partial assign-
ment of cellular licenses that propose
combinations of partitioning and
disaggregation.

(d) License Term. The license term for
the partitioned license area and for
disaggregated spectrum shall be the re-
mainder of the original cellular licens-
ee’s or the unserved area licensee’s li-
cense term provided for in §22.144(a).
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§22.949 Unserved area licensing proc-
ess.

This section sets forth the process for
licensing unserved areas in cellular
markets on channel blocks for which
the five year build-out period has ex-
pired. This process has two phases:
Phase | and Phase Il. This section also
sets forth the Phase Il process applica-

§22.949

ble to applications to serve the Gulf of
Mexico Coastal Zone.

(@) Phase I. Phase | is a one-time
process that provides an opportunity
for eligible parties to file competing
applications for authority to operate a
new cellular system in or to expand an
existing cellular system into unserved
areas (Phase 1 initial applications) as
soon as these areas become available.
In addition, each licensee whose Phase
I initial application is granted is af-
forded one opportunity during the
Phase | process to file an application
proposing major modifications to the
cellular system authorized by that
grant (a Phase | major modification ap-
plication), without being subject to
competing applications.

(1) Phase I initial applications must
be filed on the 31st day after the expi-
ration of the five year build-out period
of the authorized system(s) on the
channel block requested in the market
containing the unserved area.

(i) Each Phase | application must re-
quest authorization for one and only
one cellular geographic service area
(CGSA) in one and only one cellular
market.

(ii) Applicants must not file more
than one Phase | initial application for
any cellular market.

(iii) Phase | initial applications must
not propose any de minimis or contract
service area boundary (SAB) exten-
sions.

(2) Only one Phase 1 initial applica-
tion is granted on each channel block
in each market. Consequently, when-
ever two or more acceptable Phase |
initial applications are timely filed in
the same market on the same channel
block, such Phase I initial applications
are mutually exclusive, regardless of
any other considerations such as the
technical proposals. In order to deter-
mine which of such mutually exclusive
Phase 1 initial applications to grant,
the Commission administers competi-
tive bidding procedures in accordance
with subpart Q of part 1 of this chapter.
After such procedures, the application
of the winning bidder may be granted
and the applications excluded by that
grant may be dismissed without preju-
dice.
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